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The Birds Of Bethlehem
The Story

Brother Francis, a monk, is working at the abbey at Christmastide. The children come in and beg a story of the

Christ child’s birth. After the children reject several of the well known stories they have heard before, Brother Francis

tells them the story of the Birds of Bethlehem.

When the baby Jesus was born, the birds came from every shore to offer their gifts to the child. The nightingale

offers the baby the gift of song, the bluebird, the gift of happiness. The cuckoo offers the holy child the gift of

laughter, the owl, the gift of wisdom and the stork offers the gift of family and home.

Then the Evil One, in the form of a raven comes and foretells the Passion and death of Jesus. But the dove

appears lastly and bestows the message of hope and salvation.

Production Notes

Cast

Children’s Choir

Brother Francis ....................................................... tenor

Nightingale ..................................... soprano (opt. violin)

Bluebird .................................................. alto (opt. flute)

Cuckoo ............................................ tenor (opt. clarinet)

Owl ..................................... baritone or bass (opt. horn)

Stork ....................................................... alto (opt. cello)

Raven .............. baritone or bass (opt. trombones/tuba)

Dove .................................................................... soprano

The roles of the birds can be sung by four soloists. (If necessary, Brother Francis can also sing the “Song of the

Cuckoo.”) Alternatively, the songs of the birds be divided among different singers and do not have to be memorized.

They should be sung from the side, away from the action and acted out by chiildren in costume, by dancers, by kites

suspended on poles, or in any other manner which may be appropriate.

The  obbligato instruments (violin, flute, viola, clarinet, horn, trombones) are entirely optional. You may choose

to use some or all of them depending on your resources.

It is also possible to shorten the production by omitting one or two of the first five birds’ songs.

By purchasing this score, you have all necessary permission to make whatever

photocopies you need for your choir and soloists, as well as rights of production.

©St. James Music Press, 2002
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The entire score, permission to photocopy, obbligato instrumental parts and performance rights
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A Christmas musical for Unison Children's Choir  and Tenor
SATB Soloists — Optional obbligato instruments (violin, flute, cello, clarinet, horn, trombones)

piano

1

Text by Mark Schweizer

Overture

The Birds of Bethlehem

Music by Richard Shephard
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Brother Francis is working. The children gather 
around.
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Brother Francis: Ah children, I'm so happy to see you, but I can't stop to tell you a story just now.
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underscore — Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
His mother wrapped him in a soft cloth and laid him in a manger because there was no room for them at the inn. 
The holy babe's only attendants in those early hours were the animals, for the shepherds had not yet heard the 
message of the angels, and the kings had not yet arrived with their costly gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Yet 
while the animals were still in wonder that the holy child should be born among them, the birds arrived, bringing 
the gifts that only they could bestow.

a new babe was born who was to be the Savior of the World.

in a lowly stablein the town of Bethlehem, on the plains of Judah,A long time ago,
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14 The birds enter. They may be danced or acted out by children in costume,  portrayed by 
kites, or in any other manner. The soloists should sing the bird's songs, but not act them 
out.
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Brother Francis: The first bird to come to the baby Jesus was the nightingale.

16

Song of the Nightingale (Soprano) 
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Song of the Bluebird (Alto)
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Brother Francis: The cuckoo was next. A bird of merriment and laughter.
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Song of the Cuckoo (Tenor) 
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Brother Francis: The owl, the wisest of all the birds, was next.
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Song of the Owl (Baritone) 
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Brother Francis: The stork came, and offered her gift, dropping her feathers into the baby's manger.
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Song of the Dove (Soprano) 
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Brother Francis: And now remember from this day
The gifts the birds brought to the child.
And count them blessings for yourselves;
For God and man are reconciled.

Now begone, my young friends. Let me get on with my work! 
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