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A Children’s Musical for Christmas

Music by Richard Shephard e Lyrics by Mark Schweizer « Production Notes by Carol McClure

Cast

INNKEEPET (ATUIL).....covicicce e Baritone
INNKeeper’s Wife (AQUILY ........c.ovcveiicecee e Soprano
MOENEI-IN-LAW ..ot s Mute (could be played by a man)
MAIY oo e Mute (could be played by a child)
JOSEPN. ... Mute (could be played by a child)
Villagers (travelling to Bethlehem and staying at the inn)............ Children’s Chorus (grades 2-7)
Chorus of Mice (Children ages 3iSh-5) ..o Non-singing

Ideally (but not necessarily) should be able to “EEK.” Must be able to look cute in a mouse costume.

The following carols have been used in EEK!

| Saw Thee Ships (Traditional English)
Wassail Carol (Traditional English)
Away In A Manger (J.E. Spilman)
Joseph liebe, Joseph mein (Traditional German)
The Holly and the Ivy (Traditional English)
O Little Town of Bethlehem (Phillips Brooks and Lewis Redner)

This musical lasts 16 minutes (unless the mice get away!)

A Note from the Composer

EEK! celebrates Christmas, in particular the virtues of hospitality, as exemplified by the innkeeper, who, despite his wife’s
selfishness, welcomes the Holy Family to the stable in Bethlehem. The musical also points out, in a light-hearted fashion, the

penalties of meanness and extravagance which the innkeeper’s wife and her mother display.

The two adult solo roles can be played by competent amateurs. The range of both parts has been kept within reasonable
limits. The chorus parts are not difficult, based on Christmas Carols, and can be memorized with little difficulty. The EEKING

Chorus is made up of smaller children. If they can EEK, they're in!

The heart of the musical is the contrast between the innkeeper and his wife. The innkeeper should be portrayed as a
down-trodden worker, and his costume should be that of a servant. His wife, on the other hand, should be extravagantly
dressed in a ridiculously opulent manner; gold lamé, huge hat, veils, etc. The mother-in-law should be similarly attired. It is

important to stress the farcical nature of their self-absorbtion, so they must be caricatures rather than portraits.
Mary, Joseph and the singing chorus can be seen as part of a Nativity play.

Production Notes - page 22
Chorus Parts - page 24

On the CD
Track 1 - Entire Musical (16 minutes)
Track 2 - We're Travelling
Track 3 - Innkeeper Song (with chorus)
Track 4 - Star Carol
Track 5 - Star Carol reprise
Track 6 - O Little Town of Bethlehem
(The EEKING Chorus on the CD is courtesy of First Methodist Church Daycare, Hopkinsville, KY.)

Cover Art: Chris Schweizer
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A Children's Musical for Christmas

Lyrics by Mark Schweizer Music by Richard Shephard
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Innkeeper: I'm sorry we-have;nosroomybutil see you are tired and must rest. If you would

be comfortable in the stable, | can offer you clean straw and a place to stay the night.
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Mice enter eeking.

377 . i
o . | shriek Allegro (in 1)
Wite | > | %= | f | |
\e)
go a = way!
H 1 H oo of of of oo @ ‘
'I’l\niqplp 3 ! ! T ! ! 4 P ———
(2 7 /e —— e — 1 !
ry) 'rr \ \
o e .
Pt e =
P i = S 4 g0 g0 o | g0 o o1}
Inkeeper's wife and mother-in-law are chased out by eeking mice.
382 S g T T #‘h
ANSY4 D— 4—-} } 1 J | | ‘ ‘ | ¢ | | | | :\
[y, r— s
'lﬁ P .‘r_ .‘r_ > .‘r_ -‘r_ — > i P 1 I \; ﬁ.‘r o ¢
.4 ]i' %’ l [ F } 1 i’ % | | %’ &

\J/I | | | }g._i
) - 1 T ‘ I
SN S P E .
O & | [ [ | | Y 2 [ | | | - | Y 2 |
.4 % P S— \ P ] : } | ¢ ‘
Wife and mother-in-law exit shrieking!
304 € e | (41 ([¢13 21
=P g Lo, e 4 =2 = repeay
o = A | | | | Vel
(o5 — 1 — — ol i —¢ = 3
(o) i € ® I I O
) £ !
. = - e |2
A et el —
D: oot 4 otcs A,‘E e e
VT g | | [ A | (o]
v @ ‘ I @

18



Finale
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Four WEEKs to EEKY - Teaching and Production Plan
By Carol McClure

Before You Begin
A. Recruit soloists, mice and mouse-herds.
B. Recruit set builders, prop collectors, costumers and lighting crew.

Week 1

A. Have the choir members and parents of “mice” listen to EEK! while following the Choir Score.

B. Teach the phrases, “to (in) Bethlehem, to (in) Bethlehem” and “to (in) Bethlehem in Judea”.

C. Teach the stanza phrases of “We’re traveling” in pairs, using flashcards for cues. Example:
We’re traveling from far and near TO...
The journey’s long, the road is clear TO...

D.Have the choir members sing “We’re traveling” along with the CD.

E. Teach the choral refrain to the Innkeeper’s solo, “Love and joy...”

F<Make @arrangements for sets.and-props.

G. Rehearse with soloists.

Week 2

A. Have the choir members review We're traveling while working on memorization.

B. Have the choir members review the refrain, “Love and joy...” while learning the shortened
refrain of the second ending. If possible, sing through with the Innkeeper himself.

C. Have'the choir members listen to Star Carol while-fellowing the ChoirScore.

D.Teach the refrain;*‘Lamplight, candlelight...” while workingon memarization;then,teach
the Star Carol stanzas, pointing out the reprise of the first stanza and refrain.

E. Have the choir members sing Star Carol and the reprise along with the CD.

F. Make arrangements for costumes; assign‘Mary and-Joseph (non-singing) roles:

Week 3
A. Have the choir members review Star Carol while working on' memorization.
B. Teach the choir members O Little, Town of Bethlehem while working on memorization.
C. Sing through EEK! with either CD or live accompaniment and with soloists.
D.Introduce staging and walk through EEK! in the performance area.
E. Check on costumes, props, sets, lighting.
F. Rehearse “eeking” scenes with mice, mouse-herds and lighting.

Week 4
A. Have stage set, mice ready and all participants in costume with props.
B. Review any problem spots for the choir.
C. Rehearse EEK! as it will be performed.
D.Go over final instructions for the performance.
E. Remind yourself that any musical which includes a mob of eeking preschool children
dressed as'mice is bound to be a rousing success!



EEKT - Production Notes

Costumes

Innkeeper/Joseph/Villagers - Typical Nativity pageant attire - bathrobes, belted sheets, sandals

Innkeeper’s Wife/Mother-in-Law - See “A Note from the Composer” - possibly modern evening attire;
bedecked with jewels, gloves, hat and furs. If you have a MALE clergy person that can be convinced
to be the mother-in-law, so much the better!

Mary - White robe, bright blue shawl (worn draped over head)

Mice - Gray, black, brown or white sweat shirts and sweat pants, tails (pink yarn) attached;
pink elastic headbands, pink ears (double sided pink felt circles with cardboard circle inserts,
sewn to the headbands); drawn-on black noses and whiskers; (optional) pink mittens and pink
socks

Props and Sets

Staging

Sets and props are competely optional in this production, but a few of the props are essential.*
If EEK! is going to be performed as part of a larger service, it may be a wise idea to keep the sets to a
minimum. HOWEVERif there’s room, and you happen to have an'inn and a-stable handy, all the more fun!

The Star - Either a self-lighting Moravian star; or, a large cardboard star covered in gold or silver foil,
illuminated by a spotlight, suspended over the stable

Stuffed Animals - carried or pulled (attached securely to skateboards) by.villagers

Hobby Horses - ridden by Mary and a few of the villagers

Shepherd Staffs - carried by a few of the villagers

Lanterns - carried by Joseph and a few of the villagers

Packages (*essential!) - garrishly wrapped, carried by Innkeeper’s Wife and Mother-in-Law

Broom - carried by Innkeeper, as needed

The Inn - Outline'of the roof, pessibly with suspended sign, “The Inn at Bethlehem = Donkey Parking in
Rear”, and optional inn “check-in” table, equipped with scroll, stylus and money box

The Stable - Outline of:the roof,a few bales of hay

Keep it simple, relaxed and fun.

The staging area should have room for the inn in the forefront, with the stable slightly farther back.

The star can be suspended over the stable, but should not be lit.until mice have gone (p. 13).

At the opening of EEK! the choir may enter singing We’re traveling, or, they may move quickly into place
before they begin to sing. If the second option'is chosen, costumed, non-singing adults may enter
as We're traveling is being sung. They may then act as mute “extras” throughout the production.

The Innkeeper can sweep or mime checking guests in as he sings. He should appear quite beleaguered
when in the presence of his wife.

The mice may be anywhere in the church before they appear all together for the Eeking Chorus.

The random “eeks” from the little mice add to the charm of the production. A few older mice
should be placed strategically so that they may appear as needed (p. 9). The effect during the
Eeking Chorus (p. 14) and the chase scene (p. 21) should be that of absolute bedlam. The mice
should be running everywhere during the Eeking Chorus, and the mice should chase the
Innkeeper’s Wife and the Mother-in-Law all over and out of the church. The “eeks” should be
constant'during these scenes. (Hint: It might be a good idea to electa couple of “mouse-herders” to
reund up-the stragglers.)

During the singing of O Little Town of Bethlehem, the mice may join the choir, or they may gather by the
stable to catch a glimpse of Mary and Joseph’s new baby. The congregation should be invited to sing
along with the cast.



